Common patterns of neuroendocrine integration in vertebrates and invertebrates.
Comparison between neuroendocrine integrations in vertebrates and invertebrates at the molecular (gene structure, precursor processing) and cellular (cell-cell hierarchy) levels, reveals common patterns. "Second- or third-order" hormonal cascades starting with a brain neurohormonal signal, are amplified and directed by one or two glandular relays. A parallelism may be found between the induced neurohormonal controls of reproduction. A neuroendocrine program involving several peptides could be recorded within a single gene.